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At length, Cardinal d'Estrees, continually in arms
against Madame des Ursins, and continually defeated,
could not bear his position any longer, but asked to be
immediately recalled. All that the ministry could do
was to obtain permission for the Abbe d'Estrees
(nephew of the Cardinal) to remain as Ambassador of
France at Madrid. As for Portocarrero, seeing the step
his associate had taken, he resolved to quit public busi-
ness also, and resigned his place accordingly. Several
others who stood in the way of the Princesse des Ur-
sins were got rid of at the same time, so that she was
now left mistress of the field. She governed absolutely
in all things; the ministers became instruments in her
hands; the King and Queen agents to work out her
will. She was at the highest pinnacle of power. To-
gether with Orry she enjoyed a power such as no one
had ever attained since the time of the Duke of Lerma
and of Olivares.

In the mean time the Archduke was declared King
of Spain by the Emperor, who made no mystery of
his intention of attacking Spain by way of Portugal.
The Archduke soon afterwards was recognised by
Holland, England, Portugal, Brandenburg, Savoy, and
Hanover, as King of Spain, under the title of Charles
III., and soon after by the other powers of Europe.
The Duke of Savoy had been treacherous to us, had
shown that he was in league with the Emperor. The
King accordingly had broken off all relations with him,
and sent an army to invade his territory. It need be
no cause of surprise, therefore, that the Archduke was
recognised by Sav.oy. While our armies were fighting
with varied fortune those of the Emperor and his allies,